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SchoolPower’s Generosity Enhances Education
SchoolPower President Tom Motherway presented the District 
with two generous donations.  The first check for $150,000 
is the first half of SchoolPower’s $300,000 Annual Gift to the 
District.  Some of the programs this gift helps to support are: 
• K-8 music programs, including strings
• TMS and LBHS performing and visual arts 
• K-3 Class Size Reduction
• TMS Zero Period

The second check for $73,905 is for Teacher Designations and 
is given from the Community Campaign Donors who donate 
more than $600 and who then each select which program, 
sport, teacher, or school site PTA receives 20% of their individual 
donation.

Since 1981, SchoolPower has raised money for District schools 
and is the oldest, non-profit education foundation in Orange 
County.  Superintendent Sherine Smith and the Board thanked 
SchoolPower for their long-standing and invaluable partnership. 
The organization’s focused commitment to support District goals 
continues to enhance education for all students.

The Board 
discussed ways to 
engage the public 
in Board meetings 
by utilizing 
technology 
and using 
interactive tools 
to increase public 
engagement in 
Board meetings. 
District staff 
was directed to 
explore costs 
and options for 
televising Board 
meetings.
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Elementary School Spanish Update

The next Board of Education meeting is February 10, 2015.

Assistant Superintendent of Instructional Services Darlene Messinger announced 
that LBUSD elementary schools’ foreign language teacher Jason Fritze is invited to 
participate as a presenter and workshop leader for the English Language Teaching-
Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling (TPRS)-Turkey Conference 
this June in Istanbul. The Turkish Military will provide the funding for his conference 
participation.  Mr. Fritze presented a short video demonstrating how he employs TPRS 
in the classroom and focuses language acquisition through interactive, engaging best-
practice instruction. The SchoolPower Endowment Foundation continues to support 

the District’s Foreign Language Program through their $500,000 grant, of $50,000 a year for ten years.  
This funding supports the weekly Spanish class for ELM and TOW 4th and 5th grade students taught by 
Mr. Fritze.

An important District goal is to help prepare students for 
success in the 21st century.  The skills necessary to attain 
this goal are commonly referred to as the 4C’s: Critical 
Thinking, Communication, Collaboration, and Creativity.  
This year, the District implemented a 4C Learning 
Environment (4CLE) pilot program to enhance and support 
students’ mastery of the 4C’s. In his update to the Board, 
Chief of Technology Mike Morrison presented background 
on the 4CLE concept, “I have noticed an increasing 

dissonance with the intersection between the virtual and the physical 
world.  Our virtual worlds have become highly collaborative and flexible while our classrooms have 
largely remained unchanged for more than 100 years.”  In his presentation he referred to quote from 
LBHS teacher Mark Alvarez who said, “Now that I am implementing Common Core projects, I am 
battling my classroom.” The 4CLE pilot program was created to re-envision ways how the District 
could how improve learning by creating inspiring learning spaces.  For the past eight months, a group 
of District administrators, principals, classified and certificated staff has met regularly to research and 
develop ideas for ways to create inspiring learning spaces to implement into District classrooms.  

To facilitate the discussions, the team is reading and discussing the book, The Third Teacher: 79 Ways 
You Can Use Design to Transform Teaching & Learning, which explores the link between the classroom 
environment and how students learn.  Some of the components of creative learning spaces are 
relatively simple to implement, such as de-cluttering a room, opening window coverings to maximize 
natural light or changing classroom wall color.  Other enhancements, such as audio amplification and 
microphones, are utilized as tools to increase classroom collaboration.  

In addition to District financial support, the 4CLE pilot program is made possible by the generosity of 
the SchoolPower Fund-A-Need program, parent donations and the PTA.

4CLE Update

Director of Facilities Jeff Dixon presented the ten-year facilities master plan that will be used as a 
planning tool and updated at least annually to reflect the current progress and alterations that result from 
changing conditions and District needs.

10-Year Facilities Master Plan


