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It’s a Wrap
February 10, 2015

Multimedia Design Students Participate in Robohand Project
LBHS Principal Chris Herzfeld announced 
that ROP Multimedia Design students are 
participating in a project to help build robotic 
hands or Robohands for children who use 
prosthetic hands.  Earlier this year, South Coast 
ROP purchased an Airwolf 3D HD printer for 
the class and brought the Robohand project 
to the attention of LBHS teacher, Scott Wittkop.  Students 

enthusiastically embraced this opportunity and shared their appreciation to participate 
in a class project that would make a positive difference in the lives of children.  
Students presented a slide show detailing the process of printing the components for 
each child-sized prosthetic Robohand. To date, the class has printed seven hands in a 
rainbow of colors and are planning to print one hand per month for the remainder of 
the school year.  

Assistant Superintendent of Instructional Services Darlene Messenger said, “South 
Coast ROP has been an excellent partner in developing CTE courses at Laguna 
Beach High School.  ROP staff has been working with the District and our electives 
teachers to develop pathways that strengthen our students’ readiness for college and 
career.  We are excited about this collaboration and look forward to increasing 21st 
century opportunities for our students.”  Mr. Wittkop said, “This opportunity for the 
students has been amazing.  They are able to work with ground-breaking technology 
and directly see how it can impact the world.” For additional 3D school projects, 
students are continuing to work with a variety of different materials.

On behalf of the Board, Superintendent Sherine Smith presented the class with a 
Certificate of Recognition for their participation in the Robohand  project.

Designed 
by Richard 
van As and 
Ivan Owen, 
Robohands 
are prosthetic 
fingers 
that are 
configured 
together to 
make an 
artificial 
hand.  
Robohands 
are relatively 
inexpensive 
to make and 
are built by 
using a 3D 
printer with 
lightweight 
and sturdy 
material. 
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Other Reports

Assistant Superintendent of Instructional Services Darlene Messinger and each school site principal 
presented the Math Pathway Committee’s recommended revisions to the secondary math course 
pathways.  The pathways were restructured to ensure that all students have a deep understanding of 
concepts and have access to rigorous coursework that would continue to lead them to the option of 
taking calculus and statistics in high school.

The District PTA’s commitment to the enhancement of education, health and welfare for 
all students and families is a living illustration of the National PTA mission and values. 
Founded in 1897, PTA is the largest and highest-profile child advocacy in the country. 
The California State PTA’s mission, to positively impact the lives of all children and 
families, reflects the daily dedication of the District’s PTA. Dr. Smith presented LBUSD 
Resolution No. 15–03 Recognition of Founders Day 2015 to Kathleen Fay, President, 
LBUSD Council of PTAs.  Dr. Smith and the Board thanked the District’s PTAs for their 
vibrant commitment to the betterment of all children and families and as a powerful 
partner in education.

The guiding principles at Thurston reflect the 
school’s culture which places a high value on 
capacity building, utilizing proven results and 
maximizing student success and collaboration. 
Toward that effort, TMS Common Core Site Leads 
Michelle Martinez, Sarah Schaeffer, Laura Silver, 
Kelly Skon and Ina Wu enthusiastically shared 
an update on the school’s  learning walks, PLCs, 
Project Based Learning (PBL) and Cross Curricular Meetings 
(CCM).  Incorporating data learned from last year’s experiences, 
new additions to learning walks, PLCs and CCM have been added.  

Enhanced learning opportunities including PBL and student clubs have been added during school 
and after school.  To address the needs and success of individual students, the CCSS and Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support (MTSS) teams recommended the addition of two new classes, CORE Academy 
and STEAM I and II this year.  A Coding class was recommended for the 2015-16 year.  The results 
demonstrated and enhanced learning. A comparison of 2013-14 to current 2014-15 academic grades 
(one or more failing grades) shows measurable improvement  this year.  The team thanked Principal 
Jenny Salberg who helped create a school environment that inspired the staff to try new innovative 
ideas and for the District administration and Board support to implement these objectives. 

The Board approved a yearlong elective course, Coding Class, to introduce coding/
programming to TMS 7-8 students for the 2015-16 school year.  Students will 
learn and work with the program language, Python, and  learn an assortment 
of programming background including math, input, loops/nested/variable and 
functions.  The Board also approved the purchase of the My Access online writing 
tool for the LBHS English Department.

The next Board of Education meeting is March 10, 2015.


