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This report provides district and state level reporting of student proficiency and progress 
towards meeting established proficiency standards as required by the federal No Child 
Left Behind Act. Detailed information about our schools is included in individual Annual 
School Report Cards prepared for each school. You may obtain an Annual School 
Report Card from the district or school offices, or by visiting our web site at www.
lagunabeachschools.org. This report combined with any of the individual school report 
cards fulfills Title I annual reporting requirements and California’s Proposition 98 annual 
reporting mandates. 

Title I funding plays a critical role in the landmark education act popularly known as No 
Child Left Behind (NCLB). Title I resources are used to support additional support staff and 
programs to meet the needs of low-income, low-achieving students and other designated 
students with special needs. Information regarding a school’s Title I designation assists 
parents and the school community in understanding the impact NCLB will have on their 
child’s school. Any school receiving Title I funding is required to comply with respective 
program testing and reporting activities, achieve specific levels of student proficiency, and 
monitor school progress towards meeting established goals.

There are two types of Title I status: Schoolwide and Targeted Assistance. Schoolwide 
Title I schools use federal funds for school-wide improvement of student achievement; 
Targeted Assistance schools use federal funds to help only those students meeting program 
criteria. Laguna Beach Unified School District has three Targeted Assistance schools. 

NCLB requires an annual evaluation of student performance both school-wide and by 
specific subgroups within the student population. A profile of the District’s enrollment, as 
defined by these subgroups, is provided to create an appropriate context for evaluating the 
overall success of the educational program. Enrollment information by school site can be 
found in each school’s Annual School Report Card. 
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To obtain accurate and valid measures of educational progress, Laguna Beach Unified School District offers students multiple opportunities 
to demonstrate mastery of the California State Content Standards. These assessments monitor the progress of students and measure the 
effectiveness of the instructional program. Measures include report card grades, CAT/6 and California Standards results, District trimester 
assessments in reading, writing, and math (Grades K-5), and District end-of-course assessments (Grades 6-12). In addition to District-
established performance objectives, the State and Federal governments have set standards for student achievement. A school’s progress in 
meeting or exceeding those standards is measured through the results of testing and other criteria. 

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) is a federal law enacted in January 2002 that reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA). It mandates that all students (including students who are economically disadvantaged, are from racial or ethnic minority groups, 
have disabilities, or have limited English proficiency) in all grades meet the state academic achievement standards for Mathematics and 
English/Language Arts by 2014. Schools must demonstrate “Adequate Yearly Progress” (AYP) toward achieving that goal. The federal 
NCLB Act requires that all schools and districts meet the following Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) requirements:

• Participation rate on the state’s standards-based assessments in English/Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics.
• Percent proficient on the state’s standards-based assessments in ELA and Mathematics.
• API as an additional indicator.
• Graduation rate (for secondary schools).

Schools receiving Title I funds that do not meet the AYP standards face several consequences. Students may receive additional tutoring 
or school staff may be replaced. Students would also be allowed to transfer to other schools within their district that meet AYP and the 
former school would be required to provide transportation to the new site. After two consecutive years of failing to meet AYP in a particular 
subgroup, the school may be identified for Title I Program Improvement (PI). Schools can be categorized as a PI school for a maximum of 
five years before the State takes drastic measures to improve the performance of the school. However, a school may exit from this status after 
two consecutive years of success in the affected subgroup(s). 

More information about Title I and NCLB requirements can be found on the State Department of Education’s website http://www.cde.ca.gov/nclb 
and the U.S. Department of Education’s website http://www.nclb.gov. Site-level information for comparison may be found in each school’s 
School Accountability Report Card.

Schools and districts receiving federal Title I funding enter Program Improvement (PI) if they do not make AYP for two consecutive years in 
the same content area (English/Language Arts or Mathematics) or on the same indicator (API or graduation rate). After entering PI, schools 
and districts advance to the next level of intervention with each additional year that they do not make AYP.
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The California Standards Tests (CST) assess student performance on the California Academic Content Standards adopted by the State Board 
of Education. Results from the CST’s are used to identify the level of student mastery of the content standards tested and to assign proficiency 
levels of Advanced (exceeding standards), Proficient (meeting standards), Basic (approaching standards), Below Basic (below standards), and 
Far Below Basic (well below standards). The state target for every student is to score at the Advanced or Proficient level. All school districts in 
the State of California are required, in accordance with NCLB guidelines, to report their CST results in comparison to the state average. In this 
report card, the percentage of Laguna Beach Unified School District’s students achieving Advanced and Proficient levels is reported.  Individual 
school results are reported in each school’s Annual School Report Card and may be obtained at the school or District offices.

The California Standards Tests are administered in the subject areas of English/language arts (grades 2-11), math (grades 2-11), science 
(grades 5 and 11), and social science (grades 8 and 10-11). At the secondary level, students take end-of-course exams in each subject. 
For detailed course and grade level results, please visit the STAR web site: http://star.cde.ca.gov/. Comparative school level results may be 
obtained in each school’s Annual School Report Card which is available at the school and District offices or on the District’s web page at 
www.lagunabeachschools.org.
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The Federal No Child Left Behind Act requires that all teachers in core subject areas meet certain requirements in order to be considered 
as “Highly Qualified” no later than the end of the 2005-06 school year. Minimum qualifications include: possession of a Bachelor’s Degree, 
possession of an appropriate California teaching credential, and demonstrated competence in core academic subjects. Under NCLB, parents 
have the right to know the professional qualifications of their child’s classroom teacher which include:

• Whether the State of California has licensed or qualified the teacher for the grades and subjects he or she teaches.

• Whether the teacher is teaching under an emergency permit or other provisional status by which state licensing criteria have been 
waived.

• The teacher’s college major; whether the teacher has any advanced degrees and, if so, the subject of the degrees.

• Whether any instructional assistants provide services to the student and, if they do, their qualifications.
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